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Well, I hear from so many seniors in my district. And of course, it is as we age that we become
more aware of our ailments and our need for health care coverage, and so I understand their
concern. I understand that they don't want anything that will leave them less secure. And I want
to assure them that this legislation before us would not only leave Medicare intact under health
care reform, the reform will make it better.

      It would help the constituent of mine from Milltown, who wrote me recently about her
struggles with the prescription drug program. She said, It was quite a surprise to me to see what
the doughnut hole was all about. I'm on several inhaler drugs that are now running me $650 for
a 3-month refill. I was careful as a widow to save for my retirement. But this is going out the
window very fast.  

Closing that gap, filling in that cliff, where, after you've spend a certain amount you get no help
from Medicare, ending that deficiency in Medicare will make people healthier. It is just one of
the aspects that we wanted to underscore tonight, to assure people that if you are on Medicare,
this legislation will help you.

  

And we will go on and talk about all of the other things. I mean, even if you are well insured, a
lot of other people come up to me and say, my insurance is fine. My usual reply to them is, I'm
pleased to hear that you've been healthy, because it is often when you're not healthy, when you
have an accident, when you have an illness that you discover that your insurance wasn't really
quite as good as you thought it was, when, as Ms. Schakowsky pointed out, a rescission
means, and this is a practice that, under oath, in testimony here before Congress, the insurance
companies say they do, so it's not just hearsay. It's not just anecdote. It is policy in these
companies. They will rescind your policy because you're sick, because there is expense
incurred to them.

  

Now, most people would say, insurance is supposed to be there when you need it. That's kind
of the definition of insurance. But not now.

  

But under this legislation, from day one, the practice of rescission stops, and a lot of other
consumer protections go into place to make sure that consumers, those who pay premiums,
who want insurance to cover them, will get coverage they deserve. They won't be denied for
preexisting conditions. They won't be charged for preventive care and so forth.

  

So, whether you're young or whether you're as young as Mr. Ellison's son, let's hope he has a
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good job and has health care coverage even before he's 26. But whether you're that young or
whether you're on Medicare, this legislation provides benefits across the board.
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